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Context

Communities 
are increasingly 

multilingual. TESOLers 
already engage 
in multicultural, 

multilingual 
community 

with excellence.

Many churches 
want to 

welcome but 
aren’t sure 
what to do 

about 
“language 
barriers”.



Multilingual

What do we mean by multilingual?  

• proficiency, dominance,  domain,  identity

What groups fit here?

• Immigrants,  people of refugee -background, international 

students,  short-term workers,  heritage language speakers,  

returnees,  etc.  

Why are we talking about multilinguals?



• a cultural tradition and a Christian 

tradition

• a key part of the Church’s identity

• centered on welcome and belonging

• intentional and reciprocal 

Hospitality is. . . 



Language Hospitality

Language hospitality is responding to needs of 

multilingual community through intentional and 

reciprocal acts of hospitality. 

We cultivate language hospitality together by 

discussing principles and practices for our unique 

contexts.  



The Project
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The Language Hospitality Project

Mutual Learning 
Environment

LHP Course Units on 
Language, Leadership, 

& Learning

Project 
Implementation

Extending Hospitality:  
Sharing & Inviting



Stories
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The Language Hospital ity Project

www.languagehospital ity.com  

Kristyn Kidney

kristynkidney@languagehospital ity.com

http://www.languagehospitality.com/
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