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EARLY LITERACY
• What children know about reading and writing before they can actually read or write

• Pre-reading skills

FAMILY LITERACY
• Improving reading and writing skills for children and parents in one family

• “the intergenerational transmission of literacy from one family member to another” 

Wasik, B. H. (2004). Handbook of family literacy. Mahwah, NJ: L. Erlbaum Associates.
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“COMPREHENSIVE” 
FAMILY LITERACY PROGRAMS

• Adult Education

• Childhood Education

• Parent Education

• Interactive Parent/Child Activities
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF FAMILY 
LITERACY PROGRAMS?

• Improved socioeconomic levels of families

• Help families better understand the American education system

• Make families aware of social services available to them

• Improve English language skills for children and family members

• Improve parenting knowledge and skills
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RESEARCH HAS SHOWN ACADEMIC 
IMPACTS OF FAMILY LITERACY

• Increased school attendance

• GPA higher than classmates

• Better scores on ELA and math state assessments in grades 4, 8, and 10

• 80% school completion rate
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UNDERSTANDING LITERACY PRACTICES 
IN CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY 
DIVERSE CHILDREN’S HOMES
• Chu, & Wu. (n.d.). Understanding Literacy Practices in Culturally and Linguistically 

Diverse Children’s Homes. Retrieved January 13, 2017, from 

http://education.jhu.edu/PD/newhorizons/Journals/Fall2010/Chu-Wu
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SEVERAL FACTORS INFLUENCING 
HOME LITERACY PRACTICES 

• opportunities to access the materials

• amounts of reading materials

• bilingual books

• book-reading frequency

• the degree of parental involvement
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M I D D L E  I N C O M E  N E I G H B O R H O O D S

13

BOOKS

PER

CHILD

https://www.firstbook.org/images/pdf/Statistics-on-Literacy.pdf © 2017, Region One Education Service Center 



L O W  I N C O M E  N E I G H B O R H O O D S
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T H E  R E A D - A L O U D  H A N D B O O K  

B Y  J I M  T R E L E A S E
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• http://www.trelease-on-reading.com/rah-ch1.html



T H E  R E A D - A L O U D  H A N D B O O K  

B Y  J I M  T R E L E A S E
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• “Conversation is the prime garden in which 

vocabulary grows, but conversations vary greatly 

from home to home. “

• http://www.trelease-on-reading.com/rah-ch1-

pg2.html

Betty Hart and Todd Risley, Meaningful Differences in the 

Everyday Experience of Young American 

Children (Baltimore, Brookes Publishing, 1996).



CRASH COURSE 
IN FAMILY 
LITERACY 
PROGRAMS

• Chance, R. & Sheneman, L. 

(2012). Crash course in 

family literacy programs. 

Santa Barbara, Calif: 

Libraries Unlimited.
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REGION 
ONE ESC
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http://www.esc1.net/cms/lib/TX21000366/Centricity/Domain/3/Region One ESC Demographic profile updated april 2016.pdf


WHO IS 
AFFECTED MOST 
BY THE LACK OF 
LITERACY?

• Working poor

• Female heads of households

• Minority groups

Region One Counties

2009 

Percentage 

Illiterate Adults

Cameron County 43%

Hidalgo County 50%

Jim Hogg County 38%

Starr County 65%

Webb County 48%

Willacy County 40%

Zapata County 46%

https://web.archive.org/web/20160610002227/http://www-tcall.tamu.edu/docs/09illitmap.html
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WE ARE HONING IN ON:

• Early Literacy

• Secondary Reading

• District/School-Wide Reading Campaign(s)

Together we can create positive momentum to increase reading opportunities and 

access to books for our Region One students and their families.

Together we can make a difference in Region One lives.

© 2017, Region One Education Service Center http://www.esc1.net/rgvreads



A D U LT
E D U C AT I O N
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PROGRAMS

• Region One ESC http://www.esc1.net/page/182

• Literacy Centers https://www.literacydirectory.org/ search by zip code

• Adult Education & Literacy Teachers & Providers http://www.twc.state.tx.us/adult-education-

literacy-teachers-providers
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C H I L D H O O D  
E D U C AT I O N
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TEXAS STATE LITERACY PLAN 

• https://tslpresource.org/lasers/texas-state-literacy-plan-overview

Prior to school entry, children’s literacy-related development is supported through age-

appropriate services and resources provided to families in various settings, which may include 

homes; Head Start, Title I, and private or public preschools; pediatric clinics; public libraries; 

Preschool Programs for Children with Disabilities (PPCDs); and other early childhood 

education sites. The Texas Infant, Toddler, and Three-Year-Old Early Language Guidelines and 

Texas Prekindergarten Guidelines (revised in 2008) provide the frameworks informing 

instruction for children age 0 to school entry.
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https://tslpresource.org/lasers/texas-state-literacy-plan-overview


PA R E N T
E D U C AT I O N
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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

• HB 5 Community & Student Engagement

– Community and parental involvement

– Dropout prevention strategies

• Title I Part A funding

– Parent and Family Engagement

– participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student 

academic learning and other school activities
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I N T E R A C T I V E
P A R E N T/

C H I L D
A C T I V I T I E S
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H E B  R E A D  3

• https://www.heb.com/static-

page/Read-3-Help-Grow-Young-

Minds/

• Format: Interactive 

Storytelling and Group 

Discussion

Schedule: One 90-minute 

session per week for 6 weeks

Partners: Schools, Libraries, 

Community Centers, After 

School Programs, etc.

Audience: Up to 25 

Parents/Caregivers and their 3 

to 10 year old children
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http://www.primetimefamily.org/family-reading-time/
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Richard C. Anderson, Elfrieda H. Hiebert, Judith A. Scott, and Ian A. G. 

Wilkinson, Becoming a Nation of Readers: The Report of the Commission on Reading, U. 

S. Department of Education (Champaign-Urbana, IL: Center for the Study of Reading, 

1985), p. 23.
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M O D E L
P R O G R A M S
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NATIONAL PROGRAM EXAMPLES

• Even Start Family Literacy Program – can find many archived examples online

• FLAME - https://cfl.uic.edu/programs/parent-engagement-programs-2/parent-engagement-

programs/flame-family-literacy/

• National Center for Families Learning 

http://www.familieslearning.org/our_solutions/resource_for/4

• Reading Rockets

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/family-literacy-programs

• The Latino Family Literacy Project

http://www.latinoliteracy.com/programs/
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https://cfl.uic.edu/programs/parent-engagement-programs-2/parent-engagement-programs/flame-family-literacy/
http://www.familieslearning.org/our_solutions/resource_for/4
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/family-literacy-programs
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P R I M E  T I M E  FA M I LY

• http://www.primetimefamily.org/

family-reading-time/

• Format: Interactive 

Storytelling and Group 

Discussion

Schedule: One 90-minute 

session per week for 6 weeks

Partners: Schools, Libraries, 

Community Centers, After 

School Programs, etc.

Audience: Up to 25 

Parents/Caregivers and their 3 

to 10 year old children
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PA R A  LO S N I N O S

• http://www.cmhouston.org/para-los-
ninos

• Set of 11 themed parenting 
(parent/child) workshops. 

• Building Bucks

• Family Communication

• Healthy Minds Healthy Bodies

• How Does It Work?

• How Your Child Learns

• Inventive Minds

• Loving Limits

• Math at Home

• Raise a Reader

• Self Esteem

• Taking Time Taking Turns
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http://www.cmhouston.org/para-los-ninos
http://cmhouston.org/building-bucks-activities
http://www.cmhouston.org/family-communication
http://www.cmhouston.org/healthy-minds-healthy-bodies
http://www.cmhouston.org/how-does-it-work
http://www.cmhouston.org/how-your-child-learns
http://www.cmhouston.org/inventive-minds
http://www.cmhouston.org/loving-limits
http://www.cmhouston.org/math-at-home
http://www.cmhouston.org/raise-a-reader-activities
http://www.cmhouston.org/selfesteem
http://www.cmhouston.org/taking-time-taking-turns


REGION ONE 
DATA

• $14,527,642 

Grant Funding 

for High-Quality 

Prekindergarten

• 36 Region One 

school districts 

were grant 

recipients
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R E G I O N  
O N E

I N N O V A T I O N S
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L I T T L E  F R E E  

L I B R A R I E S

https://littlefreelibrary.org/

Building Community

Sparking Creativity

Inspiring Readers 
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http://www.esc1.net/rgvreads

https://littlefreelibrary.org/
http://www.esc1.net/rgvreads
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EARLY LITERACY
• What children know about reading and 

writing before they can actually read or 

write

• Pre-reading skills

FAMILY LITERACY
• Improving reading and writing skills for 

children and parents in one family

• “the intergenerational transmission of literacy 
from one family member to another” 
Wasik, B. H. (2004). Handbook of family literacy. 
Mahwah, NJ: L. Erlbaum Associates.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

• Dr. Laura Sheneman   LSheneman@esc1.net 956-984-6055

Coordinator of Library Services and Instructional Resources

Region One ESC
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