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Which cat 
represents 
how you feel 
about 
teaching soft 
skills in the 
EL 
classroom?
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Soft skills are essentially 
people skills that allow 
us to interact with 
others effectively in the 
workplace. 

Soft skills translate 
across a wide variety of  
jobs and industries.



Transitions Integration Framework (TIF)



Transitions Integration Framework (TIF)



Critical 
Thinking



Critical thinking requires disciplined thinking 
that is open-minded, rational, and informed by 

evidence in order to arrive at decisions or 
conclusions that go beyond factual recall. 

CT skills are increasingly essential for Adult 
Education learners to succeed in the 

workplace, higher education, and in navigating 
the complexities of  21st Century life.



English language learners are critical thinkers.

They navigate new systems, make complex 
decisions, and solve problems every day, often in a 
new language.

Teachers are not responsible for teaching them how 
to think, but how to do it in English, and transfer 
existing skills.

Critical thinking is a mindset- not 
a language level



Build Rapport



Apply Context



Ask Questions



Concrete 
Suggestions



Would You 
Rather…



Would you rather work with elderly people or 
children? Why?



Photo Sorts 
(Organizing 

and 
Categorizing)



Sort these 
foods by…

Count / 
Non-Count

Like / Dislike

Healthy / 
Unhealthy

I put these foods together because…





What’s 
Your 

Evidence?





Problem 
Scenario 
Pictures





The problem is… To fix it I would…



Fact vs. 
Opinion



Fact Opinion
January is very cold.

It rains a lot in April.

July is very hot.

Fall starts in September. Winter has too much 
snow.

August is too hot.

I don’t like February.

May is the best month.





Pre-TIF Lesson



Post-TIF Lesson

ATLAS Classroom Video: Critical Thinking Skills

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9XkUD4mHb0


1. What do you notice 
about the differences 
between the pre- and 
post-TIF lessons? 

2. What interests you?

3. What do you want to 
learn more about?



What other critical 
thinking activities do 
you already use in your 
teaching?

What do you want to 
try?



Self  
Management
and Learning 

Strategies



Self-management refers to steps, strategies, 
and skills that individuals can use toward the 
achievement of  goals. Some examples include 
organizing study materials, setting goals, and 

monitoring progress. 

Teaching self-management will prepare 
learners to succeed in environments where 

there is little guidance, structure and 
monitoring.



Concrete 
Suggestions



Goal 
Ladder





Calendar 
Math with a 

Purpose 



How many 
days until the 
reading test?

How many 
days until the 
listening test?

How many 
more weeks in 
April?

Reading 
Test

Listening
Test



Circumlocution





Learning 
Log 

Routine



My favorite part of class today was…

One thing I remember is…

Tomorrow I want to practice…



What other self  
management activities 
do you already use in 
your teaching?

What do you want to 
try?



Effective 
Communication



Effective communication is a two-way process 
between individuals of  diverse backgrounds and 
experience in which information is conveyed and 
received in ways that are mutually understood as 
intended. This can include speaking, writing, and 

all forms of  nonverbal communication. 

Teaching the skills in this category will help the 
learner give and receive information in a 

purposeful, appropriate, and collaborative 
manner.



Concrete 
Suggestions



Classroom 
Communication 

Routines



Good morning!

Buenos Dias

Bonjour Subax wanaagsan

Nyob zoo
(Nyaw shong)

صباح الخیر
Subah hulhiri

Su bah hi

Bel kay jam

Akam bulton

Chào buổi 
sángHabari asubuwi









Body Language 
and Cultural 

Communication









Practice 
Messages



1. Send a message to 
your manager telling 
her you are sick.

2. Send a message to 
your teacher telling 
him you are sick.

3. Send a message to 
your friend telling 
them you are sick.



What other effective 
communication 
activities do you 
already use in your 
teaching?

What do you want to 
try?



What is one key 
takeaway from this 
session?



Additional Resources

https://atlasabe.org/resources/aces/ 

https://atlasabe.org/resources/aces/


CREDITS: This presentation template was created 
by Slidesgo, and includes icons by Flaticon, and 

infographics & images by Freepik 

Thank you! Want to learn more?
https://www.commongroundliteracy.org/

Please keep this slide for attribution

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

