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Session Overview





Reading 

Activity



Example Lesson One







Example Lesson Two









1. How did you feel during example 

lesson one? During example lesson 

two? 

2. What was the same between the two 

lessons? What was different? 

3. If you were learning reading in a new 

language, what practices would you 

want your teacher to incorporate?  



Checking 

Comprehension





A comprehension check is 

when a teacher pauses 

instruction to ask questions 

or have learners 

demonstrate understanding. 

They can be planned or 

spontaneous.

These checks are used to 

ensure students understand 

a concept or unit before the 

teacher moves forward with 

the next lesson.



What?

Yes, I 
understand. 



What?
Other 

strengths?



Avoid General Questions

Does that make 
sense?

Any questions?



Ask Specific Questions

What are some 
of your 

strengths?

What does 
strengths 

mean?

I’m not good at 
spelling. Is that a 

strength?



How can you be sure
 that learners aren’t guessing?



Example of Planned Questions in a 
Lesson

Simple Machine #5: Screw
An inclined plane wrapped around a cylinder is a screw; the 
inclined plane is also called the thread of the screw, and it 
forms a sharp edge that can hold objects down, hold objects 
together, or work to crush through an object. Light bulbs 
and jar lids are all examples of screws.



• Please turn to a partner and explain the simple machine, 
screw, in your own words.

• What are other examples of this simple machine in your 
home or at work?

• Why is a screw different from a nail?

• How do you think this simple machine would have 
changed people’s lives when it was invented? Please 
explain your answer to a partner. 



Let’s Practice!  

What questions could you ask to check learners’ 
comprehension after watching this video?

True/False
Wh- Questions
Fill in the Blank
Multiple Choice
Either/Or
 

Give an Example
Give a Definition
Open-/Close-Ended



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5TiTfuvotc


Let’s Practice!  

What questions could you ask to check learners’ 
comprehension after watching this video?

True/False
Wh- Questions
Fill in the Blank
Multiple Choice
Either/Or
 

Give an Example
Give a Definition
Open-/Close-Ended



Why?

Ways to check everyone’s 
comprehension



Why?

Thumb Scan



Point to the Answer



Mini-Whiteboards



Think-Pair-Share



Example of Planned Questions in a Beginning Level Lesson

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9



How could you 
check 
comprehension?

1. Come up with 2-3 different 
ways to have learners 
demonstrate their 
understanding of the 
vocabulary.

2. Come up with 2-3 ways to 
have learners demonstrate 
their understanding of Do’s 
and Don’ts



Giving 

Activity 

Instructions





How might you 
Minimize Teacher Talk 
when giving directions?



Imagine that you are about to do a home 
improvement task for the first time. How do 

you want to learn the instructions for the 
task? 



Gradual Release of Responsibility



 

I do 

it



 

 We do 

it



 

You do 

it



What is the answer to the question, 
“Do you understand?”



“What will you do first?”

“Should you think or write 

first?”

“All the readers raise their 

hands, please.”



Activity One: 

With a partner, 

learners will ask 

and answer the 

questions, “What 

does a ___ do?” and 

“Where does a ___ 

work?”



Error 

Correction and 

Feedback





What?



How do we 
avoid 

over-correcting
?



Keep in mind...

• Keep the focus on 
connection.

• Choose your battles! 
• Be clear that you are 

giving feedback.
• Ask the learner to 

repeat/redo with the 
correction.



I no have the 
time. 

Oh, you don’t have 
time. 

Rephrasing



What?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCVFeFXNc20


You no have time? 
Is this sentence the 
same or different than 
the example?

Prompting



What?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ulim4Ur-iJw


There’s one thing 
you’ll want to change 
in your sentence. I 
hmmm have time. 

Direct Error Correction



How do you decide which approach to 
use?

• Rephrasing

• Prompting

• Direct Error 
Correction



What?

How do you decide which approach to 
use?

Why are the learners doing this activity?



Learners should do as much of the 
work as possible. 



Within the given 
time constraints…



Avoid jumping to 
conclusions about 
why the student 
made a mistake. 



Guiding questions to keep in mind when 
working with adults

● Would I speak this way to an adult who shares my native language 

and/or educational level? 

● Am I treating this student as my peer? 

● If I were in this adult’s position, would I feel respected and 

empowered? 

● When you feel inclined to do something for a student or speak for a 

student, consider thinking about how you can support the student to 

navigate the situation independently. What language, cultural, or 

educational skills can you help the student build so they can learn to 

navigate the situation on their own?



Additional Resources

https://atlasabe.org/resources/esl/ 

https://atlasabe.org/resources/esl/


What are 1-2 of your key 
takeaways from today’s session? 


