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Introduction
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Reading and the Numbers

• 2/3 of U.S. 4th graders are not proficient in reading – this data is from 2019 from the 
National Assessment of Educational Progress

• 90 percent of high school dropouts struggled with reading in third grade
• Children who do not read on grade level by the end of 3rd grade have only a 1 in 8 

chance of ever catching up and are 4 times more likely to drop out of school
• 1 in 3 Houston adults is functionally illiterate

• 72% of Texas 3rd graders are not reading on grade level

• 85% of youth who interface with the juvenile justice system are functionally illiterate
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What are the factors that 
affect reading?

• Vulnerable populations

• Learning disabilities/dyslexia

• Lack of proper teacher preparation in the science of reading

• Lack of evidenced-based instruction in schools
Teaching reading is rocket science!
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Matthew Effect
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PREPARING OUR 
TEACHERS
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Dyslexia

• “Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is neurobiological in origin. It is characterized by difficulties 
with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding abilities. These difficulties 
typically result from a deficiency in the phonological component of language that is often unexpected in 
relation to other cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruction. Secondary 
consequences may include problems in reading comprehension and reduced reading experiences that can 
impede growth of vocabulary and background knowledge (Lyon et al., 2003, p. 2).”

• 20% of the general population has dyslexia

• 4.49% of Texas public school children have been identified with dyslexia

• Houston – we have a problem!

7

Dyslexia and Prisons

• Approximately 80% of prison inmates are reported to be functionally illiterate
• A study of Texas prisoners in 2000 found that 48% were dyslexic, and two-thirds struggled with 

reading comprehension
• State prisons currently do not screen for learning disabilities or ADHD. The federal government 

passed the First Step Act in 2018 that requires all prison inmates to be screened for dyslexia 
(Federal Prison Only)

• ADHD is also prevalent in the prison population
• The incidence of Dyslexia is disproportionately higher within the prison system than in the general 

population

8

DYSLEXIA

9



7/25/22

4

DYSLEXIA
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DYSLEXIA
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DYSLEXIA
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DYSLEXIA
DYSLEXIAIDA.ORG
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MYTHS 
AND FACTS
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Dyslexia

• Non-dyslexics use three areas 
on the left hemisphere of the 
brain to for language processing 
tasks 

• Dyslexics typically use the right 
side of the brain to process 
language. The right side of the 
brain is not intended for this and 
does it inefficiently 

• Neuroscience shows that 
evidence-based interventions 
can rewire dyslexic brains to use 
the left hemisphere! 

15



7/25/22

6

DYSLEXIA 
COMMON 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
AND STRENGTHS

LEARNINGALLY.ORG
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DYSLEXIA 

TEXAS LAW
HTTPS://TEA.TEXAS.GOV/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/TEX
AS-DYSLEXIA-HANDBOOK-2021.PDF
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Dyslexia
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WHAT IS 
READING?
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WHAT IS 
READING?
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WHAT IS 
READING?

Cat
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WHAT IS 
READING?

#li#$
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WHAT IS 
READING?

#li#$
#=c
$=k
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THE SCIENCE OF 
READING
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THE SCIENCE 
OF READING
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STRUCTURED LITERACY

The Logic of English: A Common-Sense Approach to Reading, Spelling, and Literacy by Denise Eide
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What is 
Structured 
Literacy?
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What is 
Structured 
Literacy?
• Must go in order – easy to more 

complicated and the concepts 
build upon each other.

• The teacher must teach 
explicitly (direct teaching)– no 
room for assuming or guessing –
give opportunities to practice 
over and over. 

• Use multisensory techniques –
tactile/kinesthetic/visual/auditor
y
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What is 
Structured 
Literacy?
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WHAT IS STRUCTURED LITERACY?
SOUND-SYMBOL CORRESPONDENCE

PHONEME TO GRAPHEME
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What is Structured Literacy?
Phonemes  to Graphemes

/m/ /a/ /t/ = m - a – t
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What is Structured Literacy?
Phonemes  to Graphemes

/k/ /o/ /f/ = c - ou – gh
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What is Structured Literacy?
Orthography

kelp
kite
sky
Spelling Pattern: When the (k) 
sounds comes before e , i, or y, 
spell with a k
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WHAT IS 
STRUCTURED 
LITERACY?

CURSIVE
HANDWRITING
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What is Structured Literacy?
Syllable Types

• Vowels are tricky –

• The 6 syllable types will help!

• Cat– Closed Syllable

• Hi – Open Syllable

• Burn – Vowel R Syllable

• Bike – Vowel Consonant E Syllable

• Book – Vowel Pair Syllable

• Bub/ble – Final Stable Syllable
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WHAT IS STRUCTURED LITERACY?
Syllable Division
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What is Structured Literacy?

Language Comprehension

• Morphology - Anglo-Saxon/Latin/Greek/Other Languages

• Roots/Prefixes/Suffixes

• Syntax

• Grammar – Structure of Language

• Semantics

• Vocabulary

• Multiple Meaning Web

• Semantic Web

• Card Pyramids
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What is 
Structured 
Literacy?
• Morphology –

Roots/Suffixes/Prefixes
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What is 
Structured 
Literacy?

Word Origin

• Knee/knife/knock   +    gnat/gnarl/gnash

• Choir/ache/orchid

• Chandelier/chef/champagne
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WHAT IS STRUCTURED LITERACY?
Syntax  – Multisensory Grammar
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WHAT IS STRUCTURED LITERACY?
Syntax and Written Expression  – Painless Paragraph
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WHAT IS STRUCTURED LITERACY?
Syntax and Written Expression  – Painless Paragraph
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What is 
Structured 
Literacy?
• Semantic Web
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WHAT IS STRUCTURED LITERACY?
Multiple Meaning Web
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What is 
Structured 
Literacy?
• Card Pyramid for expository 

text
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What is 
Structured 
Literacy?
• Structured Literacy. when 

taught using all the principles 
and elements, teaches 
dyslexic children how to read.

• We have the answer on how to 
teach all children to read – and 
the answer is structured 
literacy!
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Resources
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