
Active Learning Procedures 

# Procedure Definition ESL Class 
Examples 

Trainer Tips 

1 Student-to-Student 
Interaction 

Students work with 
peers instead of 
teacher-led 
instruction 

Pair interviews, 
small group 
tasks, partner 
role-plays 

Use clear 
prompts and 
rotate partners 
to build 
community 

2 Input → Processing → 
Output 

Learners get input, 
process it together, 
then produce 
language 

Read → discuss 
→ retell; Listen 
→ answer → 
write a 
summary 

Model each 
step and use 
visuals or 
sentence 
frames if 
needed 

3 Structured 
Collaboration 

Students work in 
groups with roles 
and responsibilities 

Jigsaw reading; 
group poster 
with each 
student writing 
one part 

Assign clear 
roles: recorder, 
reporter, 
timekeeper, etc. 

4 Task-Based Learning Complete real-world 
tasks using English 

Plan a party, 
ask for 
directions, 
make a doctor’s 
appointment 

Focus on 
authentic, 
meaningful 
tasks that 
reflect life goals 

5 Retrieval and 
Reflection 

Recall past learning 
and connect it to 
personal use 

Exit tickets, 
“What did you 
learn?” 
reflections, 
review games 

Use quick daily 
prompts—
takes 2–3 
minutes to 
build habit 

6 Practice + Feedback 
Cycle 

Try → get feedback 
→ improve → retry 

Pronunciation 
drills, writing 
revisions, 
grammar 
corrections in 
dialogue 

Keep feedback 
short, positive, 
and actionable 

7 Multimodal Learning Use multiple senses: 
visual, auditory, 
kinesthetic 

Use realia, act 
out verbs, 
match images 
to words, draw 
vocabulary 

Great for 
beginners and 
mixed levels; 
boosts memory 

8 Low-Stakes 
Participation 

Provide safe, non-
graded 
opportunities to 
speak and write 

Think–pair–
share, sentence 
starters, casual 
warm-ups 

Reduce fear of 
mistakes; 
model and 
praise effort 

 


