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What is Refugee Language 
Project?

RLP exists so that…
Individuals from refugee communities in the Amarillo 
area are increasingly flourishing as they confidently 
interact with the world around them, enabling them 

to honor God with their lives.









Lessons Learned from PNG

• Educational misfits 
& the life skills 
needed in the new 
environment.

• Confidence: from 
the home to the 
wider world









Timeline
2008 Formative years in Papua New Guinea

2017 Dr. Ryan Pennington launches Refugee Language Project

2018 Research and needs assessment

2019 Non-profit status

2020 Present research findings to community partners

2021 Pandemic response and refined vision

2022 The PLACE opens with wide community support

















In Amarillo, how do you
earn income?



Back home, how did you
earn income?



Back home, where did you 
gather with others?



In Amarillo, where do you 
gather with others?



Adult ESL Enrollment
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COLLABORATION #1: 
NON-PROFITS

THE PLACE 
COMMUNITY CENTER





















How does it work?

1. By word of mouth, refugees discover 
the PLACE and drop in when they 
need something.

– They want to join an English class.
– They want to use our free WiFi.
– They want help filling out a job 

application.



How does it work?

2. A host welcomes them, serves tea & 
snacks, and connects them with 
what they need.

– Conduct informal tutoring sessions.
– Communicate about our English classes 

which feature instructors who speak 
their languages.



How does it work?

3. Welcome their family to our evening 
Table Talk program to practice 
English over a potluck dinner.

– Allows members of the broader 
community to come into contact with 
them, building rapport and confidence, 
and breaking down barriers.





How does it work?

4. Identify their specific goals and 
connect them with a trained 
volunteer mentor.

– RLP is serving ?? recently-settled 
Afghans in our mentorship program.

5. Highlight their skills publicly, 
enabling them to be seen as leaders.



1. Samuel gets a mentor.

2. Samuel gets recognized.

3. Samuel becomes a leader.



• Mentorship program framework
– Focused on language and integration.

• Language: Functional lessons and literacy
• Integration: Friendship, Culture, Life Skills, 

Citizenship, and Leadership



The Place for…
We have pursued a 
plug-and-play 
approach, where 
area partners 
contribute their 
own programs 
alongside one 
another to keep the 
PLACE serving the 
community in a 
holistic way.

LANGUAGE
Refugee Language Project

ART
We Find in Love

CULTURE &

ECONOMIC GROWTH
Square Mile





COLLABORATION #2:
WORKING WITH REFUGEE 
COMMUNITIES

THE HERITAGE LANGUAGE 
STORYBOOK PROJECT







Heritage Language
Storybook Project















Thank you!
Scan to go to our website or 

purchase storybooks!


