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What is Refugee Language
Project?

Individuals from refugee communities in the Amarillo
area are increasingly flourishing as they confidently
interact with the world around them, enabling them

to honor God with their lives.




PLACE

community
Access to
established center
education Cultural
t
programs events Storybook
Life skills RLP project
& culture interpreting Young adult
program service leadership
("Table Talk") council
Removing Heritage
Language language
Barriers classes
Building
Heritage Leaders
language
info booklets
é REFUGEE )
LANGUAGE
@B’ ROJECT
T
Individuals from refugee communities hr:;,’ir:;
in the Amarillo area are increasingly groups
flourishing as they confidently interact with
the world around them, enabling them
K to honor God with their lives. )
Increasing
partnership barriers to
access
Engaging
with Facilitating
Churches Systemic
oeal Long-term Rohmions
- Supporting employment
trainings contexiual Relationships
churches with refugee
Church- employers
owned Quality
programs

housing

Mentorship
program

New
refugee
businesses









Lessons Learned from PNG

« Educational misfits
& the life skills
needed in the new
environment.

« Confidence: from
the home to the
wider world
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Timeline

Dr. Ryan Pennington launches Refugee Language Project

. Research and needs assessment

Non-profit status

2019

Present research findings to community partners

5001 Pandemic response and refined vision

o The PLACE opens with wide community support




Dari (Persian dialect)

Hazaragi (Persian dialect)
Hazara

Tajik (Persian dialect)

Lao
Hmong c
VIETNAM

Vietnamese
@ Pashto
AFGHANISTAN
LAOS
@ Persian / Farsi
S'gaw Karen
Hakha Lai Pwo Karen
Zomi

Azerbaijani
Azerbaljani

CT) Sudanese Arabic
Arabs

Zotung

Falam e Kayah Li

MYANMAR Mon
(BURMA)

Jingpo
Kachin

Rohingya

Rakhine
Rohingya Rakhine / Arakanese Amarillo
Bamar Refugee
P Network

Thai Burmese

DOMINICAN

REPUBLIC RWANDA

Banyamulenge:

Bravanese

Bravanese, Chimwiini BURUNDI

ETHIOPIA
SOMALIA
Somali Kikongo
Bantu Lingala
Maay Maay Fuliiru / Kifuliiru
Oromo
Banaadiri
Somali

Benadiri Somali

Ryan Pennington, Ph.D.

Executive Director

2001 S. Polk St., Amariio, TX 79109
(806) 553-5160 | refugeelanguage.org
contact@refugeelanguage.org

February 2022




Amarillo Mandaean

Association
Amarilic Baha'l
Community

Khursheed Unissa
Memorial Community
Center {Shi'a)

Persian Elevate Church

Amarillo International Food
(Georgia & 34th)

Afghanistan Suzy's Congolese
Store
First Baptist
New Hope
Bethesda Revival
i Alphonse's
Church (@ Family Congo/ e

Life Church) Rwanda

Christian Zoe Church
(AoG off Buchanan)

Immanuel

Amarillo
Refugee
Network Bapts: (@ Oy Ghurch)

Lao Community of Amarilio,
Canyon and Dumas Association.

Burundi

First Baptist Church

North Amarillo
Church of Christ

Eritrea/
Ethiopia

Ryan Pennington, Ph.D.
. <33 0 3 Executive Director
2RI 3701 S. Soncy Rd., Amarillo, TX 79119
(806) 680-5570 | refugeelanguage.org
ryan@refugeelanguage.org

May 2020



Amarillo
Refugee
Network

Community of Amarillo,
1 and Dumas Association.

Nepal

Dantint Nhornb



(Founder)
Rainbow (President Rainbow Gold (Head Pastor)
Tha Ya (\1(1.;'»)0“l ) Christar Heavenbills (Important Member)

\ Thepha Kaewkhamharn (Hee

Day Nay Way (Head Pastor

'\, Saw David (Associate Pastor)

Lu Ray

Amarillo

Refugee
Lao Con'::“. ls;:Amarlo Network
Canyon and s o
Boon Duang Vongsurith




Four Community Dialogues

» Meetings with 4
separate refugee
communities to
identify specific
problems and consider
concrete solutions.

Chin (Sep 2019)

2. African Christians
(Oct 2019)

Karen (Oct 2019)
. Somali (Feb 2020)










In Amarillo, how do you
earn income?

Karen M Chin ™ African Christian ™ Somali

# of tokens




Back home, how did you
earn income?

Karen M Chin ™ African Christian ™ Somali
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Back home, where did you
gather with others?

hin ™ African Chris ¥ Somali
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In Amarillo, where do you
gather with others?
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Multicultural Community
Center

We recommend that local partners
collaborate to open a community center
where...

— cultures can be celebrated,

— community gatherings can be held,

— classes & tutoring can be offered, and
— a handicraft market can be operated.




Business Program

We recommend that new partners rise up to
engage refugee communities by forming a
business development program where...

— new businesses are incubated,

— business mentorships are fostered,

— new farming initiatives can be explored, and
— business English can be taught.




COLLABORATION #1:
NON-PROFITS

THE PLACE
COMMUNITY CENTER
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How does it work?

1. By word of mouth, refugees discover
the PLACE and drop in when they
need something.

— They want to join an English class.
— They want to use our free WiFi.

— They want help filling out a job
application.




How does it work?

2. A host welcomes them, serves tea &
snacks, and connects them with
what they need.

— Conduct informal tutoring sessions.

— Communicate about our English classes
which feature instructors who speak
their languages.




How does it work?

3. Welcome their family to our evening
Table Talk program to practice
English over a potluck dinner.

— Allows members of the broader
community to come into contact with

them, building rapport and confidence,
and breaking down barriers.







How does it work?

4. Identify their specific goals and
connect them with a trained
volunteer mentor.

— RLP is serving ¢¢ recently-settled
Afghans in our mentorship program.

5. Highlight their skills publicly,
enabling them to be seen as leaders.
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1. Samuel gets a mentor.
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2. Samuel gets recognized.




» Mentorship program framework

— Focused on language and integration.

- Language: Functional lessons and literacy
- Integration: Friendship, Culture, Life Skills,

Citizenship, and Leadership




The Place for...

LANGUAGE
Refugee Language Project

ART

We Find in Love

CULTURE &

ECONOMIC GROWTH
Square Mile

We have pursued a
plug-and-play
approach, where
area partners
contribute their

OWIN programs
alongside one
another to keep the
PLACE serving the
community in a
holistic way.
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COLLABORATION #2:
WORKING WITH REFUGEE
COMMUNITIES

THE HERITAGE LANGUAGE

STORYBOOK PROJECT




Mother Tongue Education

We recommend that mother tongue
education be promoted wherever possible

by...

— providing literacy materials in heritage languages,

— supporting grass-roots educational initiatives
(such as Chin classes), and

— encouraging adults to become literate in their first
languages in order to successfully bridge to
English.







Heritage Language
Storybook Project
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Memories of
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Young Leader

Memories of a Brave,




Like any young Afghan girl, I had many dreams
for my future. My family was poor, and many
Afghans maintained the cultural tradition of

marrying their young daughters. Such was my
fate at 14 years of age (;:heck with Haleemaz,.
My family forced me to marry a close famil
friend whom I used to call uncle. He was
forty-year-old.




My engagement was full of sadness, loneliness, and
unbearable cultural traditions (other than marrying at :
young age, are you referencing any other cultural
tradition here?). The mountain of grief weighed heavily
on a slender’young girl like me as I wept silently. I
became more depressed with each passing day and m
throat became swollen from pain and grief. I was a
victim of a bone-burning poverty on the one hand and
the shadow of the ignorance of my people on the other,
yet the only prescription for my grief was to go to thi
graves of my noble father and dear uncle, who were
recently murdered by the Soviet Red Army. My peop

believed that the best place to cure pain and sorro
at the graves of your ancestors. At their tombs, I
prayed, wailed and cried out to God.




Thank you!

Scan to go to our website or
purchase storybooks!

THE PLACE

3107 PLAINS #500
AMARILLO, TX
79102

BUSINESS OFFICE
2001 S. POLK
AMARILLO, TX
79109

806-553-5160

@ refugeelanguage.org

contact@refugeelanguage.org

@ @RefugeelLanguageProject

@refugeelanguageproject




