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Adult Education and Family Literacy Week is rapidly approaching beginning September 12, and [Name of local adult learner in your program] desperately wants to learn how to read [or become an American citizen or earn his/her GED or improve his/her reading/writing skills to gain better employment]. She’s/he’s been taking English courses through [name of literacy program] in [name of town] for about [length of time]. She/he still has a long way to go to reach her/his goal, but her/his volunteer tutor thinks her/his citizenship/reading/GED/job promotion goal is attainable if she/he continues with the program.

Fortunately for [name of student], he/she participates in an adult literacy and basic education program whose budget has not been decimated. Yet.

The same cannot be said for many other similar programs across the country. Nationwide, funding for adult literacy programs is under siege, affecting the more than 30 million adults nationwide who cannot read well enough to read a news article written at the third grade level, take a driver’s exam or read the label on a medicine bottle.
The situation is particularly dire for adults with low literacy skills who have been displaced by the recent recession.  In fact, unemployment among adults with the lowest literacy skills has soared to 15.5 percent nationwide, compared to the national unemployment average of nine percent.  
Those of us in the literacy field have long seen a link between employment rates and literacy skills among adults. It presents a far greater challenge for out of work Americans to find new jobs without the most basic literacy skills to help them become competitive in the marketplace. The Center for Postsecondary and Economic Success estimates that by 2018, only 10 percent of jobs will be open to those who fail to complete high school.
Yet only a fraction of the tens of millions of American adults who need literacy services actually receive support. Nationwide, adult literacy programs operate on a lean $193,000 annual budget, meaning that even the smallest budget cuts proposed by the state or by the federal government will detrimentally affect adult learners and their ability to gain sustainable employment.  
Adult literacy programs are being slashed across the country. [Update with statistics from your state. To give you ideas, we cited the situation in Michigan and Ohio as examples of what to include. Replace these examples with your own.] Michigan reduced funding by 38 percent for the No Worker Left Behind program, a job training and education grant program administered through the Department of Labor. Ohio’s 2011 budget cut funding for programs for adults who face the greatest barriers to employment success and programs that provide postsecondary education and training. Ohio’s anticipated shortfall in the 2012-13 budget poses an even greater threat to vital education and support services programs.
These budget cuts are short-sighted and will only serve to undermine some of the nation’s most vulnerable residents and the economy.  The U.S. Department of Labor estimates that illiteracy costs U.S. businesses about $225 billion a year in lost productivity. Can we really afford that? 
Adult literacy programs return $33 to the economy for every dollar invested in them due to people being less dependent on government services and contributing from employment tax revenue. 
Adult Education and Family Literacy Week is being commemorated this year from September 12-18. In recognition—and to ensure people like [name of student used at the beginning] reach their goals—we must support adult literacy and basic education programs and recognize the tremendous impact they have on our nation’s ability to thrive. 
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